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Intr SB 455 2026R2730

A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a new section,
designated §49-2-131, relating to state responsibilities for children; and ensuring equal
financial support by the state for kinship parents and fictive kin as provided to certified
foster parents.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 2. STATE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR CHILDREN.
Part I. General Authority and Duties of the Department of Health and Human
Resources.

8§49-2-131. Financial support for kinship parents and fictive kin as provided to certified

foster parents.

(a) The state shall ensure that all available financial support and resources that are

currently available to certified foster parents will be given to kinship parents and fictive kin. Neither

kinship parents nor fictive kin shall be required to become certified. A safety check and

background check are still required for placement.

(b) This covers all support that is presently provided to foster parents in this article.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to ensure that all financial support presently available to
certified foster parents is provided to kinship parents and fictive kin. The barriers and
burdens placed upon kinship parents and fictive kin are too onerous.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.
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